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The Roman Episode

Historically speaking, it
appears that the progress
of Western civilisation
has been achieved by a series of looting
land-grabs and bloody battles. However,
the intellectual and cultural development
of the West has emerged as a more credi-
ble consequence of those conflicts, to wit,
the interbreeding of the various races and
their respective cultures. This appears to
be the case between the Greeks and the
Romans. Beyond its military conquests
and the consequent imposition of its im-
perial initiatives, the contribution of the
Romans to the intellectual and cultural
progress of the West was its own particu-
lar philosophy. Among the intellectuals
Stoicism and Epicureanism were the lead-
ing philosophies of the Roman republic-
cum-empire, even replacing its religion.
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One of the most impressive minds in the
intellectual history of Rome was Marcus
Tullius Cicero of Arpinum (106-43 BC).
Cicero has been described as a charming
man, who could put forth his ideas with
skilful ease. An historian in Roman litera-
ture writes: "Cicero possessed, to a won-
derful extent, the power of appropriating
and assimilating to his own individuality
foreign ideas, and of dressing them up
anew in an easy and pleasant style".
(Wilhelm Teuffel). He would be the ideal
tutor whose task it is -
T-to
U - understudy the
T teaching of the
QO original thinkers and to
Rrepresent them in his own way.
Moreover, his spirit matched his skill, as
expressed in his motto -
"We who search for hypotheses are pre-
pared both to refute without prejudice
and to be refuted without resentment"
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Q TheUltimate Assumption
Does God Exist?
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@Since we are saying our
access to reality is by way

H of assumption, we may as
eads :

He does. Well consider the greatest

Tails  assumption of them all

He Doesn't Most of mankind believe in

the reality of a God of some

sort. In the West, Jehovah, Jesus, Allah.
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Then, religion's quest for God in the
Synagogue, the Cathedral or the Mosque
is as A. N. Wilson describes it: "the big-
gest wild goose chase in history". That is
a frightening assumption, but an assump-
tion. In fact, it forms another faith, viz.,
atheism: the tail-end of the gamble. On
the other hand, the kneeling congregation
and the praying Bishop are making a an-
other assumption: God is, and hears and
answers prayers. That is a faithful as-
sumption, but an assumption, the head-
end of the gamble.

If what we know of reality is only by as-
sumption, and if the same assumptive
basis applies to our knowledge of the ulti-
mate reality, then surely we will recognise
the assumptive nature of any interpreta-
tion we place on reality, and measure our
thoughts and the expression of them ac-
cordingly. Such is the spirit of Philosophy
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ACTIVIST SCHOOLS
3.Existentialism
This philosophy has a
fundamental issue, and
\ two ways of treating it.
SN, The issue is: "Life is not
Kierkegaard ~ a thing to be thought, but
1813-55AD an existence to be lived".
(Christian). As the Marxists
were involved with society at large, the
Existentialists are concerned only with the

individual. Christian again: *The existen-
tialists believe that the only "reality” that is o
while is experience: what takes place personally,

uniquely in the inner world of each of usfhales,
preoccupied with the cosmos walked at
night gazing at the stars, and failing to
watch his earthly step fell into a well.

To be - is to be here, now.
Beyond universities, existentialism was
expounded in novels and in the theatres,
novels, cafes, cabarets and nightclubs of
Paris, France. It wowed the 20th century.
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However, there were two approaches to
its fundamental issue, a religious ap-
proach advocated by its founder, Soren
Kierkegaard, and an irreligious approach

led mainly by Sartre and Camus.
As a theologian Kierkegaard's religious approach is
wholly Christian. Man, as helpless to help himself
must receive the gracious help of God himself, in-
carnated in the person of Jesus. As a philosopleer,
acknowledged the logical absurdity that an Eternal
Being could have historical and temporal qualities,
but advocates a further absurdity in a "leap dhfai
and blind step to receive divine enlightenment.

*

Approaching the issue of human existence
from an atheistic viewpoint, French phi-
losophers Jean Paul Sartre (1905-1980)
and Albert Camus (1913-1960) place the
responsibility for a meaningful existence
squarely on the shoulders of each individ-
ual. The absence of a defined meaning to
our existence means we can make life an
adventure in terms of the meaning we
ourselves give to it. It's our life to live!
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GOD
The Facts Surrounding
The Fantasy

When Constantine proclaimed

Christianity the official relig-
ion of the Roman Empire, the God-culture
of the West was secured. It remained such
until the impact of modern science and its
new intellectual order, madenbeliefin
God as acceptable aslief had been for
the previous 1600 years. The towering
intellects of Feuerbach, Marx and Freud
"The Three Tenors" of atheism, sang its
modern song to God: "l get along without
you very well". For Feuerbach the idea of
God is due to man's creative ego, project-
ing himself as on object of worship. For
Marx God is a consoling opiate, a narcotic
numbing for the painful injustices of life.
For Freud the idea of God is a childlike
illusion, a sophisticated form of wishful
thinking; a child's imaginary "friend".

GOD

The Facts Surrounding
The Faith.

God as a concept in the mind
of man, has a history commensurate with
human existence. It evolved with his
primitive brain as a "Someone To Watch
Over Me". In Western civilisation, it be-
came an enlightened faith when the He-
brews introduced monotheism, the idea of
one true God, a mere precursor to the
greater refinement of later Christian evan-
gelism which enlarged the concept to the
Trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - and
built a temple called the Christian Church.
This thumbnail sketch of the idea of God
in man's mind proves nothing more than
humanity as not got along with out God;
that the concept of God remains indelibly
inscribed as a real part of the make-up of
man. Even Science has its "God-spot".
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Rene Descartes
(1596-1650)

"Rainy Day Cart" as he has
been rudely called, was not
"a drunken fart" who said: "I

drink therefore | am". He said: 'think,
therefore |1 am", which some philosophers
consider the most famous phrase in West-
ern Philosophy. Marked as a scholar from
childhood (his lawyer-father called him
"my little philosopher"), Descartes gradu-
ated in Law. Of stocky build, always im-
maculate in dress, and somewhat of a
"James Bond" in the gaming casinos of
Paris, Rene became bored with it all and
sought a deeper meaning to his life. He
joined the army. travelled widely noting
how complex with variations human life
is, and became obsessed with the idea: is
there anything we can know for certain?

"| think, therefore | am"

Warmed by the fire

Having fallen asleep by a tile stove in his
house in Neuberg, he dreamed three
dreams which revealed (to him) that what
he sought was a safe method for securing
sure knowledge. Obsessed with the certi-
tude of mathematics, he considered that
what gave mathematics its certitude could
give certitude to other fields of knowl-
edge, and concluded it was the function of
reason.Thus began the age of reason.
Chilled by the snow
The young Queen Christina of Sweden
(1626-89), having commissioned Des-
cartes to set up an academy of science in
Stockholm, required also personal tutori-
als in Philosophy which she organised to
be held 3 times a week at 5am in the pal-
ace library. Obliged to trudge through the
snow to reach the library, on February 1,
1650 Rene developed a pneumonia from
which he died just ten days later.

BRUCE CAMERON



