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The Pre-Socratic 
 Succession 

 
Before Socrates changed 
the focus in philosophical 
thinking, there was a line-
up of prestigious thinkers 
who picked up the Mile-

sian's radical ball and ran with it - Py-
thagoras, Heraclitus, Parmenides, Empe-
docles (committed suicide), Anaxagoras, 
The Atomists and Protagoras. Holding 
their own point of view, each of these 
thinkers reached the same bottom line: 
"Man is the measure of all things". They 
established the beginning of a humanistic 
scientism to compete with the prevailing 
superstitious supernaturalism in which 
everything was "the will of the gods", a 
cop-out response to life similar to "Ask 
your father" when children want to know 
about sex. It's all about growing up. 

In a 5minute philosophy such as this, only 
one example of Pre-Socratic thinking can 
be given, viz., Pythagoras (570 BC - 497 
BC), considered by some as the most fa-
mous of them all.  
 
"Pythagoras originated more of the funda-
mental ideas of Western philosophy than 
any other thinker before Plato. Indeed, 
much that is often attributed to Plato was 
adapted by him from Pythagoras, includ-
ing the idea that we remember a good deal 
of what we know from a previous life, 
and the idea that mathematical order per-
vades the physical world". (Bryan Magee). 
 
In Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice, 
there's a suggestion that holding the views 
of Pythagoras causes faith to waver. Not 
so. In Medieval and Renaissance art these 
philosophers of classical antiquity are 
pictured in a religious context to suggest 
that reason was not hostile to faith.   
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A scandalous and wholly untrue rumour 
has been  running around that when 
Moses descended from Mount Sinai with 
the Ten Commandments, he reported both 
good news and bad news to his brother 
Aaron. The good news was: "I got him 
down to ten". The bad news was: 
"Adultery is still in". In other words, are 
there acceptable ways of misbehaving? 
While most of us are high-minded most of 
the time, it appears to be so: the double 
standard is always with us. While society 
does reflect law and order, within our 
BTF's there is another pattern.  

While corruptible may be too strong a 
word for a capacity to even slightly per-
vert an ideal standard of behaviour, such 
casual compromise is an element within 
our human nature. Realistically, it re-
mains true: there is an 11th Command-
ment: "Thou shalt not be found out".  
 
Nor can this fact be overlooked when it 
comes to our bold assertions that in ex-
pressing our convictions, we speak the 
truth. Can we say that we speak the truth 
when we knowingly utter what we know 
to be only a half-truth for convenience 
sake? Here, then, is another good reason 
for being temperate in declaring what we 
assert is a true conviction, even though 
any inconsistency may be well hidden. 
When painting the Sistine Chapel, 
Michelangelo attended to hidden parts 
with great detail. "They'll never see it" 
said a critic. "I will", said Michael.    
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Synoptic Philosophy: 
Research 

 
Beyond information, the 
synoptic method is also 

useful when seeking inspiration. In the 
Western tradition, surely the English Bi-
ble remains the "best seller" in matters of 
faith, and Bible readers will find the syn-
optic approach a real advantage. They can 
approach it as a book of books. For in the 
language of the publishing industry, the 
Bible is a book of readings - a symposium 
of varied writings by varied authors in 
varied times and places all contributing to 
the one theme:  a series of human testimo-
nies to the reality of God in their experi-
ence of life. Alternatively, they can ap-
proach the Bible as a book of books, all 
66 of them commonly bound up in one 
cover. Each book may be seen as a single 
unit, and also approached synoptically. 

 For as many people in the Western world 
who sit down each day to feed their bod-
ies, there are those who likewise feed 
their souls with a faith derived from the 
Bible. While Philosophy will not advocate 
that they should, it will assist them 
(without prejudice) when they do. A syn-
optic approach to a Bible book will allow 
for at least five lines of research. First, its 
origin: who wrote it, when and where. 
Then, its occasion, what historical cir-
cumstance is reflected in the writing. 
Next, its object, what was the writer's 
purpose in the writing, followed by an 
outline of its content; how did the writer 
construct his work? All of this, of course, 
is a prerequisite to inspirational observa-
tions which may be legitimately applied  
to the reader's life-situation in modern 
times. So much of it won't apply: it's cul-
ture-bound and pre-scientific. But much 
of it will. It's still a "best seller".  
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Christian 
Fundamentalism 

World War 3 is 
upon us, not with  
bombs but beliefs.  

    It affects all the 
religions of the West, 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and what 
lies at the heart of it is a frame of mind 
viz., fundamentalism. We refer here only 
to its Christian mentality as a - 
            F - fanatical 
                R - response to the nihilistic 
                    A - assessment of life as a  
                        M - meaningless 
                             E - existence.  
Like any frame, it has a confining effect, 
but seen against the background of its 
shorter history, it is an understandable if 
over-stated reaction against the life negat-
ing "isms" impoverishing the quality of 
life in the thinking of the modern West, 
particularly that of  Nietzsche's  Nihilism.                         

Human life is a sexually transmitted dis-
ease with a 100% mortality rate, ending in 
rot and stink. Such is the nihilistic view of 
life, to which Christian Fundamentalism 
reacted with a biblical "Plan of Salvation" 
promoted through evangelism. Professor 
John Carroll observes - 
 
"From believing in nothing there is a leap to the 
opposite - fanatical attachment to a body of doctrine 
that is claimed to be absolute and universal, the 
word of God himself spoken directly through one or 
other of his prophets" (Griffith Review, 7). 
 
Thus the fear of meaninglessness surfaces 
as its opposite, a dogmatic assertiveness 
that knows the truth absolutely. Under-
stood in these terms, Christian Fundamen-
talism does have reactionary value, but 
taken to absolute extremes it defeats its 
own purpose. If the Buddhist idea of 
karma is seen as the fruit of a good spirit, 
may such karma run over the dogma. 
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my dogma 
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Bishop George Berkeley 
(1685 A.D. - 1753 A.D.) 

 
Berkeley was born in 
Ireland's County Kil-
kenny. He was ordained 
to the Anglican Church in 
1709. With his bride, 

Anne Forster, he travelled to the USA in 
1728, ministered widely, then in 1734 he 
returned to the bishopric of Cloyne in 
County Cork.  He administered that dio-
cese for eighteen years, dying in his sleep  
at the age of 68 years in 1753. 
 
The most significant contribution to 
thought Berkeley left to the world was his 
famous theory of Immaterialism. In the 
belief that "all the impious schemes of 
atheism and irreligion" are based on a 
wholly materialist worldview, Berkeley 
proceeded to weaken confidence in a 
wholly materialist philosophy of life.  

Berkeley's claim was that material objects 
of any kind are only mind-images; they 
exist only while they are being perceived; 
that they exist only in our perception of 
them. If we touch anything, we do not feel 
it, we feel only our sensation of it, and 
assume that what we have touched has 
primary qualities we cannot know di-
rectly, only indirectly. (Did we dream it?)   
 
To counter the growing atheism of his 
time, the bishop applied his argument, 
thus. If  material reality does not exist 
apart from our perception of it, and is a 
mere assumption on our part, on balance 
there is equal reason to assume the exis-
tence of immaterial reality, to wit, the 
existence of  God. Since to experience 
material reality we cannot avoid assuming 
it exists, why is the assumption of matter 
more reasonable than the assumption of 
God? In church they call it - faith.      
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