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T The Milesian Radicals
:

Their names were
» a3l Thales, Anaximander
‘|land Anaximenes. They
lived in the Greek Col-
ony of Miletus on the
Persian Coast, circa 580 BC. They were
the first formal teachers of philosophy,
and radical in both senses of the word:
roots and reforms. In their attempts to
explain the world, to get to the root cause
of things, they were naturalists not super-
naturalists. They wanted an explanation
justified by the power of human reason
rather than the myths of religion. So, they
reformed the superstitious ideas of the
prevailing religious myths - the flooding
of the Nile in summer was due to unusual
desert winds, not a love affair among the
gods - and establishedaturalism, the
view that nature is explained by nature.
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Although their findings were wildly mis-
taken, they were surprisingly insightful,
and marked the beginning of what today
we call Physics. At least, it was a step
beyond mere myth.

Air, Fire, Water, Earth?
If nature is explained by nature, which of
these four elements constitutes the real
composition of things? Thales opted for
water. It can be ice, steam, air and return
to water. Anaximander disagreed:how
could water become its deadly enemy -
fire? He reasoned for sonudtimatething
causing the elements to separate which he
called "the Boundless" (the Big Bang!?)
Anaximenes thought the basic "stuff* was
air. He was a "flat-earther" and thought
the earth floated on air, like a lid on a
boiling saucepan can float on steam. Al-
though they disagreed on specifics, they
were of one mind: nature must be ex-
plained by nature, not religious myths.
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Egocentricity

This lady thinks the
world  revolves
around her; that she
is the focal point of
its existence. So, is
she some haughty
dame who needs to
be brought down a peg or two? No. She's
your mother, wife, sister, lover; so long as
she is a human being. Particularly the
female of the species? No. The blokes are
in this too, up to their egocentric necks.
Egocentricity is a natural state of the hu-
man condition. It is the co-ordination of
our BTF's ( See S.2.2.) into our coherent
consciousness. For as vulgar as it sounds,
it is worth noting that if being egocentric
is having one's head up one's arse, being
egotistical is enjoying the view. They are
completely different states of mind.
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Now, it is from our egocentric state of
mind that we do our thinking, and it is this
condition that warrants it should be done
temperately. Why? Because our thinking
is soconstricted.When any of us express
an observation or opinion, we are coming
from the tiniest pin-point of perception in
the entire universe - our ego. Not only
that, it is in a state of illusion. We believe
and behave as unique individuals who see
themselves as the focal-point of the world
at large. Schopenhauer says: "Every man
takes the limits of his own field of vision
for the limits of the world". We each have
but a single vantage-point from which we
can access reality: a physical organism
containing all our information-processing
equipment to which we are forever con-
fined, experiencing realityonly in the
terms dictated by that particular system.
This fact should put the brakes or our
brain before we rush into an idea.
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Synoptic Philosophy:
Resources

The picture-puzzle meta-
phor illustrates the idea of
Synoptic  Philosophy,
putting many pieces of
relevant knowledge to-
gether into a comprehensive concept. By
its very nature, this knowledge-making
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Vast resources are available to us today,
it's just a matter of knowing how to put

it them to use in pursuit of an idea. James L.
Christian suggests placing oneself in the
centre of "The Synoptic Wheel" around

the rim of which are "all the knowledge-

gathering disciplines known to man".

Given a topic for considera-

tion, one may then "spin thé

wheel" in pursuit of many

variations on the theme.

process requires considerable resources.
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In a Casino you can use a similar wheel to
gamble away your money: "Round and
round the money wheel goes, and where it
stops nobody knows". Isn't that what they
say? Well, we can adopt the same proce-
dure in search of knowledge, with the
added benefit of a little more certainty of
a win. For example, a synthetic view of
the Self may be derived in this waiol-
ogy would help us understand the genetic
factors in our make-ygsociologywould
remind us that "We are we", or part of a
culture; if Sartre was right and "hell is
other peoplg Psychologywould help us
learn ways to relieve the tension in our
transactions with others. To get as broad a
mind as we can get, the synoptic way of

thinking helps. As Alvin Toffler has said:
"We need people who can see straight ahead and
deep into the problems. Those are the experts. But
we also need peripheral vision and experts are gen-
erally not very good at providing peripheral vision

But we can provide it for ourselves.
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"And pray that there's
intelligent life somewhere
up in space,
‘cause there's bugger all
down here on earth”

Biocosmos

Science is answering our prayers. With
increasing technological intensity and
equipment, scientists are wholly intent on
contacting some form of intelligent life in
space which, for the greater part, the
worldwide scientific community believes
to exist. (Perhaps the clearest evidence for
their existence is in the fact they haven't
tried to contact us!). However, this is the
initiative we call "Biocosmos", as J. L.
Christian defines it, "a cosmos in which
life forms are an integral factor in the
over-all process of cosmic evolution”.
Contact with extraterrestrial life would
have considerable implications for us
earth-dwellers; a new kind of wisdom.
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If religion in any of its forms is a be-
lieved relationship between God and man,
the religious approach to this question
expands the concept of God, but lessens
the significance of man. God is no longer
a "one-planet deity", nor is man" king of
the hill; top of the heap". Carl Sagan
speaks forscience when he observes:
"The receipt of an interstellar message
would be one of the major events in hu-
man history, and the beginning of the
deprovincialisationof our planet". From
the point of view ofhilosophy,a biocos-
mic event of this magnitude would con-
siderably alter our self concept as hu-
mans. It would humble us, depriving us as
"the crown of creation”; justify the vast
amounts of time, money and educated
energy we've put into the enterprise, and
fascinate us in a friendly fellowship (we
hope) of a species that, according to the
experts, would not look like us at all.
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Marcus Aurelius
(121 - 180 A.D.)

The man who would not be
king if he didn't have to be.
But he did. The Fates de-
creed it. So, of Stoic mind
and spirit since the age of 12, he demon-
strated human qualities of outstanding
virtue. (That didn't stop him having 14
kids!). Orphaned at an early age and left
extremely wealthy, he enjoyed the highest
privleges of Roman life at his time.
Highly educated and gifted in many pur-
suits, this man-of--his-world was better
known for hisspirituality. The inner qual-
ity of his outwardly splendid life is re-
flected in his one and only writing, a note-
book entitled: Things Written To Him-
self In resistance to the power of wealth
and privilege, one entry reads: "Don't be
dipped into the purple dye!". This man's
greatness was his unaffected goodness.

Marcus had been aware of Stoic Philoso-
phy from his childhood, but it was not
until midlife that its principles became
meaningful when, in March, A.D. 161 he
became Emperor of the Roman Empire.
He felt he had to work out a philosophy of
life that would enable him to be like a
method actor, skilfully playing his part
while stoically avoiding the evils in the
plot. The Stoic word for this initiative is
apatheia, commonly misunderstood as
callous carelessness but really means in-
difference to what is beyond one's control,
in the greater interest of one's own well-
being. He named four virtues by which he
sought to achieve this goalVisdom -
sensing the difference between good and
evil; Justice -being righteous to others
and respectful to yourselffortitude -
courageous in the face of outrageous for-
tune, andlemperance resisting excesses
and restraining the passions of the self.
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