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Origins 
He became us changing 
his name to Homo sapiens 
(man the wise), when his 
brain developed the mo-
tive to wonder, a mind to 
reason and a mouth to 

speak his thoughts. That is how philoso-
phy really began. We all are natural phi-
losophers, but how we do it makes us 
different kinds of philosopher. Some are 
ideal philosophers, identifying with a 
belief system they find helpful. Others 
become professional philosophers, aca-
demics who teach Philosophy as their 
vocation in life. Among them are the 
popularisers of the discipline, and through 
their efforts ordinary folk (like us) can 
inherit the wisdom of the great thinkers. 
Then, there are amateur philosophers 
who, aided by the popularisers, read, 
write  and tutor as laymen for lay-folk. 

The origin of formal philosophy in human 
society, is described as follows. 
 
"Somewhere between the sixth and fourth centuries 
B.C..E., a remarkable development was occurring in 
a number of far-flung places around the globe. In 
areas north, south, and east of the Mediterranean, in 
China, India, and areas in between, ingenious think-
ers began to challenge and go beyond the estab-
lished religious beliefs, mythologies, and folklore of 
their societies. Their thought became more abstract. 
Their questions became more probing. Their an-
swers became more ambitious, more speculative, 
more outrageous. They attracted students and disci-
ples. They formed schools, cults, and great religions. 
They were "philosophers", seekers of wisdom, dis-
satisfied with easy answers and popular prejudices. 
All at once, they seemed to be everywhere. Although 
we don't know much about them, we can be fairly 
sure that since them the world has never been quite 
the same"   

(Solomon & Higgins,  
A Short History of Philosophy). 

 
From these beginnings, Western Philoso-
phy has developed in the Western World. 
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The Love Of Wisdom 
 

You must have a passion 
for Philosophy. Like rela-
tionships that breakdown 
for the lack of it, interest 
can dry up for the same 

reason. The name given to the discipline 
reflects that fact. Compiled from two 
Greek words: philein ("to love") and 
sophia ("wisdom"), the word philosophy 
means "the love of wisdom". Philosophis-
ing, or doing Philosophy is not the mere 
acquiring of information. A fool can do 
that. Doing Philosophy is becoming wise, 
i.e., knowing how to use what information 
one has to achieve well-being in the world 
of one's time. Today's Information High-
way is a highly skilled and very useful 
way to gain a vast amount of knowledge. 
Wisdom is something else. It is distilled 
in the mind that thinks - truthfully.  

Has it ever occurred to you that in speak-
ing your convictions, you may not be 
speaking the truth? We don't intend to lie, 
but to speak our convictions truthfully is 
to speak - 
               T - temperately, 
                  R - realistically with  
                      U - understanding, 
                          T - tolerance and  
                              H - humility. 
Of such is the spirit of Philosophy: truth-
fulness. However prestigiously presented 
(as in a Cathedral,  or a University), con-
victions may not be according to truth in 
the sense described above. Convictions 
are OK, so long as they don't carry a sen-
tence that sends the mind to jail; locks us 
away from the world of ideas, even to the 
point of solitary confinement - cutting us 
off from other people.  Intellectual impris-
onment is a state of mind to be avoided, 
but Philosophy can spring a jail break! 

 
S.2.1. 
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Schools 
 
Thinking is an 
activity produc-
ing thought. As 
there are many 

ways of thinking, so there are many 
schools of thought. However, there is one 
universal method of thinking that applies 
to Philosophy: the "perhaps" method. 
From the erudite to the extremist, all any-
body has got is a point of view, to which 
the thoughtful reply is "maybe, maybe 
not". Hence, while closed minded dogma-
tism is wholly inappropriate to philoso-
phical thinking, an open-minded reception 
of all points of view is essential. Different 
thinkers thinking differently have each 
contributed to Philosophy, and histori-
cally this has produced Schools of Phi-
losophy both ancient, medieval and mod-
ern, and they may be classified as follows. 

Synoptists. This approach attempts an all-
inclusive contribution to a subject from 
every relevant source of information. It 
weaves all the bits and pieces together 
into a single concept. 
Activists. This approach attempts to 
change life-situations for what it thinks is 
better. A Marxist wants to change the 
framework of society into a level playing 
field of equal opportunity. 
Separatists. The worldview adopted in 
this approach is one of personal detach-
ment from the cultural norms of a given 
society: "in the world, but not of it". The 
Exclusive Brethren are of this mind. 
Analysts.  This approach might have ren-
dered Philosophy a "closed shop"; only 
professionals skilled in a symbolic lan-
guage need apply. Resisted by the 
"Ordinary Language" School, the benefits 
of Philosophy have flowed through to the 
people to whom it really belongs. 

 
S.3.1 
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Skills & Subjects 
 
"There is a common 
misunderstanding 
that philosophy - like 
chemistry or history - 
has a content to of-

fer, a content that a teacher is to teach and 
a student is to learn. This is not the case ... 
Rather, philosophy is a skill - more akin 
to mathematics and music; it is something 
one learns to do".  ( James L. Christian). 
 
A pianist has a piano and a mathematician 
has a calculus, instruments with which 
they may hone their skills to perfection. 
The philosopher's instruments are the 
many topics which have been produced 
by the corporate body of thinkers across 
the centuries. We will give our attention 
to these in the S.4 segment of this Course. 
Meantime, we briefly note these skills.  

To think philosophically is to qualify any 
fact-claim by being critical of it. (Maybe; 
maybe not). The next step is to verify any 
claim made; test it for its truth which is 
ever only approximate. Since fact-claims 
can be confused with value-judgments, 
we need to clarify the terms of our think-
ing. "It's wrong!" (claim), is disputable. "I 
love red meat!" (value), is not, and no 
vegetarian could ever prove it wrong. 
Another requisite skill is to justify the 
basis on which a fact-claim is made. If 
suffering is a punishment for sin, then old 
Job was a sinner. But he wasn't; so the 
basis of the claim is wrong and so was its 
conclusion. Yet another is to amplify any 
fact-claim by correlating other relevant 
material and expand the idea beyond its 
original thought, but to modify   
these skills with intellectual 
humility avoiding dogmatism,  
creates a maestro of the mind.  

 
S.4.1 
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Socrates (470-399 B.C.) 
In an intellectual ethos preoccupied with 
the physical world, Socrates redirected 
thought to the moral nature of life; man's 
life in the world, and how best to live it. 
Nor did he do this in a conventional class-
room. He mingled convivially among the 
crowds in the marketplace in ancient Ath-
ens, fastening on to this one and that, curi-
ous about their beliefs which he pro-
ceeded to challenge.  

I wonder if it is correct.  
A doctrine upon it erect. 

We all may agree the "truth's" plain to see, 
But, I wonder if it is correct. 

(May be sung to the tune: "I Wonder Who's Kissing Her 
Now"). 

Socrates wanted to distribute "Get Out Of 
Jail" Cards among the common people, 
whose will to question was sapped by the 
illusion that societal conventions in vogue 
for so long and obeyed by so many could 
not be wrong or improved upon. Of 
course, Socrates was a real threat to the 
politicians of his time. Charges were 
brought against him: "not believing in the 
gods ... other new divinities ... corrupting 
the young". A jury of 501 Athenians 
found him guilty 361 to 140, and sen-
tenced him to death. Socrates paid the 
price wise men pay when fools have 
power. But even at the moment of death, 
he had the last word. The Louise-David 
portrait (above) captures his last message 
in his last moments. With one hand raised  
as a philosopher in argument, with the 
other he reaches for the poison sentenced 
by the State defending his respect for the 
rule of law, and his right to criticise it. 
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